MÊMÉ THORNE

Mêmé Thorne began her career in physical theatre in 1980 with the International Research Theatre Group Kiss in the Netherlands under the directorship of the late Jean-Pierre Voos.  Her involvement with Sidetrack Performance Group, Sydney, began in 1984 and until 2000 she co-created, choreographed and performed in most of their performance works. In 1991 and 1992 Mêmé studied in Japan with Tadashi Suzuki of the Suzuki Company of Toga and is an accredited teacher of the Suzuki Method of Actor Training. She has taught in Adelaide for Ausdance, in Launceston for Tasdance, in Hobart for Dance South and Zootango, in Sydney for Theatre of the Deaf, Sidetrack, Stalker, Frumpus and Urban Theatre Projects.

Mêmé performed in and choreographed Blackeyes for the inaugural Asian Theatre Festival at Belvoir Street in 1993. Her first solo work Flossing the Bride was performed at CPW 5 (Sidetrack) and Dance Collection 95 (Performance Space). Her second solo work Burying Mother was performed at CPW 6 (Sidetrack) and subsequently opened the fourth Sydney Asian Theatre Festival at Belvoir Street in September 1996. In November 1997 Mêmé choreographed and performed her third solo work, Nobody's Daughter, written and directed by Don Mamouney, for Sidetrack. This work was performed at the Brisbane Festival (1988) as part of their Volt Programme of new and innovative works. Her fourth solo work, The Spider Witch was written for her by John du Feu and directed by Jean-Pierre Voos (co-collaborators in KISS). It was part of the Brisbane Biennial (in Townsville) in July 1999.

In September 2002 Mêmé performed the dual roles of Salome and Herodius in the late Jean-Pierre Voos' award winning production of Oscar Wilde's Salome in Townsville. She performed in Griffin Theatre’s 2003 production of Songket at the Studio, Sydney Opera House, directed by Ros Horin.
In July 2004 Mêmé played the lead role in the East Coast Theatre Company’s production of Empress of China at Belvoir Street for its B Sharp season and in May 2005 she played Goneril in Harlos Produciton’s King Lear at the Bondi Pavilion. She played Old Ning in William Yang’s Emma’s Dynasty for Jigsaw Theatre Company which had its world premiere in June 2007 and the Fool as well as the Ancient Scribe in Harlos Production’s King Lear at the New Theatre, Newtown in 2008. In 2009 she completed a 10 week masterclass series of workshops with Lee Lewis.
Mêmé was a presenter on Here's Humphrey and the Curiosity Show in the 70s for Channel 9; played Sunny in Channel 10's Above The Law; guest roles in Wildside, Murder Call, All Saints, Love My Way, EastWest 101; Chatroom Chicks and Home and Away, and appeared in numerous TV advertisements, campaigns and corporate videos. 
She made 4 short films through AFTRS; The Plumber and Robbery Under Arms with SAFC; and ‘Fled’ by Mahmoud Yekta. She voiced the role of Saturday in the dance film Thursdays’ Fictions by Richard Allen and Karen Pearlman of Physical TV, which won the gold Medal for Excellence (Director’s Choice for Artistic Excellence) at the Park City Film Music Festival in Utah in 2007. In November 2009 she filmed ‘What a Wonderful Chef’ with noted Korean director Kyuwon Kang.
Mêmé has received three grants from the Australia Council and was invited to participate as an advisor on the Dance Fund (1997) and the Theatre Fund (2000). She has just been appointed as a member of the Performing Arts Advisory Committee of Asialink Arts for a term of three years and has been a proud member of Actors Equity since 1978.
Training:

Drama
Zygmunt Molik – Grotowski, Voice and Body; Jean-Perre Voss, KISS  Netherlands - Growtowski and Stanislawsky; Mike Alfreds - Laban Technique; Don Mamouney, (SPG) – Hayes Gordon; Lee Lewis – Viewpoints; Younis Bachir (La Fura dels Baus) – performance making; Jeremy James (teachings of Ariane Mnouchkine (Théâtre du Soleil), Philippe Gaulier and Monika Pagneux) – the Actor and the Ensemble, complicity and collective creation. 

Voice
Linda Wise (Roy Hart Theatre, France); Bill Pepper; Natasha McNamara; John Higgins.
Movement
Tadashi Suzuki - Suzuki Method, Masaharu Kato - Suzuki Method; Gennadi Bogdanov – Meyerhold (Biomechanics); Cheryl Haezlewood – Butoh; Vikki Quill -  Noguchi Taiso; Tess De Quincy - Body Weather; Peking Opera Tutors - Chinese movement; Neal Sanders - Tai Chi; One Extra Dance Company - Modern/Jazz;  Arthur Murray – latin and modern ballroom dance.
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